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UR annual building cost survey was conducted in the principal cities of 

the United States and Canada over the past 8 weeks. The survey cov- 

ered the prices of building materials and wage rates that make up a Bill 
of Materials and Labor on our base structure used to determine the local cost 
modifiers in our Residential Appraisal Manual. The building material prices 
and wage rates from this survey were used in arriving at the cost of our stand- 
ard six-room frame house in 236 United States cities and 9 Canadian cities. 
The survey was expanded to cover 80 American cities not previously surveyed 
and 2 additional Canadian cities. Nine cities that were in last year’s survey 
had to be dropped because no answers from these cities were received to the 
questionnaire. 


Building material prices were the amounts paid by contractors for standard 
units of material delivered to the job site. Wage rates were those paid by con- 
tractors for union or nonunion tradesmen, depending on the employment prac- 
tices in each area. Union wage rates included employer’s contributions to 
funds such as insurance, pension, vacation, health, etc. 


In comparing labor costs using as a base 156 United States cities where 
1960 data were available, labor cost increased 7.5 percent. Current labor 
(cont. on page 488) 
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City 

Akron, Ohio 
Albany, Ga. 
Albany, N. Y. 


Albuquerque, N. Mex. 


Alexandria, Va 
Allentown, Penn. 
Alton, Ilinois 
Amarillo, Tex. 
Asheville, N. C. 
Ashland, Ky. 


Atlanta, Ga. 
Austin, Tex. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Baton Rouge, La. 
Bay City, Mich. 
Beaumont, Tex. 
Belleville, Ill. 
Bellingham, Wash. 
Berkeley, Calif. 
Bethlehem, Penn. 


Billings, Mont. 
Binghamton, N. Y. 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Boise, Idaho 
Borger, Tex. 
Boston, Mass. 
Bound Brook, N. J. 
Bridgeport, Conn. 
Bristol, Conn. 
Bristol, Penn. 


Bristol, Tenn. 
Buffalo, N. Y. 
Burlington, Vt. 
Camden, N. J. 
Canton, Ohio 
Carbondale, Ill. 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
Charleston, S. C. 
Charleston, W. Va. 
Charlotte, N. C. 


Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Cheyenne, Wyo. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Columbia, S. C. 
Columbus, Ohio 
Concord, N. H. 
Covington, Ky. 
Dallas, Texas 


Total 
Labor Cost 


$8,111 


3,657 
6,818 
7,172 
7,044 
7,575 
7, 835 
6, 024 
4,222 
6,776 


5,442 
5,535 
6,720 
6, 569 
7,380 
6, 440 
7,974 
7,552 
7,502 
7,575 


6, 089 
7,507 
6, 837 
6,595 
7, 239 
7,507 
7,792 
7,474 
7, 562 
6, 604 


4, 036 
7,575 
7, 239 
1,782 
7,195 
6,597 
6,763 
4,300 
7,776 
3,911 


5, 892 
6,013 
8,098 
7, 264 
8,145 
4,052 
7, 306 
6, 207 
5, 863 
6, 569 


Total Cost per Cost pe1 
Material Cost Overhead Total Cost Sq. Ft.* Cu. Ft 
$9, 073 $4, 476 $21, 660 $13.13 89.2 
8,189 3, 086 14,932 9.05 61.5 
8,909 4,097 19, 824 12.01 81.6 
8,023 3,958 19, 153 11.61 78.9 
7,530 3,797 18,371 11.13 75.6 
8,473 4,180 20, 228 12.26 83.3 
8,943 4,371 21, 149 12. 82 87.1 
8, 802 3, 862 18, 688 11.33 76.9 
7,541 3, 064 14, 827 8.99 61.0 
9,091 4,134 20,001 12.12 82.3 
8, 547 3,644 17, 633 10.69 72.6 
9,042 3,797 18,374 11.14 15.7 
7,749 3, 769 18, 238 11.05 75.1 
7,348 3,626 17, 543 10.63 72.2 
8,477 4,131 19,988 12.11 82.3 
8,957 4,011 19, 408 11.76 79.9 
9, 849 4,643 22, 466 13.62 92.5 
8,344 4,141 20, 037 12.14 82.5 
8, 894 4,271 20, 667 12.53 85.1 
8,473 4,180 20, 228 12.26 83.3 
8,998 3,930 19,017 11.53 78.3 
8,398 4,143 20, 048 12.15 82.5 
7,648 3,773 18,258 11.07 75.2 
7,697 3,723 18,015 10.92 74.2 
8,098 3,995 19, 332 11.72 79.6 
8,398 4,143 20, 048 12.15 82.5 
10,173 4,680 22,645 13.72 93.2 
9,327 4,377 21,178 12.84 87.2 
9,369 4,411 21, 342 12.93 87.9 
8,491 3,932 19, 027 11.53 78.3 
8, 262 3, 203 15,501 9.39 63.8 
8,473 4,180 20, 228 12. 26 83.3 
8,098 3,995 19,332 11,72 79.6 
8,330 4,197 20, 309 12.31 83.6 
9,115 4,248 20,557 12. 46 84.6 
9,727 4, 252 20,576 12.47 84.7 
9, 666 4, 280 20, 709 12.55 85.3 
8, 839 3, 423 16, 562 10.04 68.2 
8,698 4,291 20,765 12.58 85.5 
8,772 3,304 15,987 9.69 65.8 
7,980 3,614 17, 486 10.60 72.0 
9,084 3,933 19, 030 11.53 78.4 
8,682 4,371 21,151 12.82 87.1 
9,420 4,346 21,030 12.75 86.6 
8,795 4,413 21,353 12.94 87.9 
7,709 3,064 14, 825 8.98 61.0 
8,173 4,032 19, 511 11, 82 80.3 
7,923 3,681 17, 811 10.79 73.3 
9,412 3,979 19, 254 11.67 79.3 
7,348 3,626 17, 543 10.63 72.2 


*Based on 1,650 sq. ft. of living area. 
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CONSTRUCTION COSTS ON THE STANDARD SIX - ROOM FRAME HOUSE 








Total Total Cost per | 
City Labor Cost Material Cost Overhead Total Cost Sq. Ft.* Ft. 
Davenport, Iowa $6, 705 $10, 076 $4,372 $21,153 $12.82 14 
Dayton, Ohio 6, 839 8,214 3,921 18,974 11.50 I 
Decatur, Ill. 7,146 9,754 4,403 21,303 12.91 
Denver, Colo. 7,172 8,023 3,958 19,153 11.61 
Des Moines, Iowa 7,005 9,080 4,190 20,275 12. 29 
Detroit, Mich. 7,507 8,398 4,143 20, 048 12.15 
Dixon, Ill. 6, 852 8,979 4,124 19,955 12.09 
Dover, Del. 5,275 8,320 3,541 17,136 10.39 
Duluth, Minn. 6,630 8,537 3,951 19,118 11.59 
Durham, N. C. 3,611 8, 830 3,241 15,682 9.50 
Easton, Penn. 6,996 9,015 4,171 20, 182 12. 23 
East St. Louis, Ill. 8,211 8,279 4,295 20,785 12.60 
Elizabeth, N. J. 7,611 9,170 4,372 21,153 12.82 
Elmira, N. Y. 5,611 9,291 3, 882 18,784 11.38 
Elyria, Ohio 8, 245 9, 223 4,550 22,018 13.34 
Erie, Penn. 4,459 8, 766 3,445 16,670 10.10 
Eugene, Ore. 7,28 7,522 3, 856 18,658 11.3 
Evansville, Ind. 6,709 7, 879 3, 800 18,388 11.14 
Fall River, Mass. 6,755 8, 680 4,021 19, 456 11.79 
Fargo, N. D. 4,942 8, 596 3,527 17,065 10.34 
Flint, Mich. 7,235 8,151 4,008 19, 394 11.75 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 5,65 , 367 3,653 17,675 10.71 
Ft. Myers, Fla. 4,85 10, 256 3,936 19,045 11.54 
oe Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. 4,553 », 501 3,661 17,715 10.74 
Ft. Wayne, Ind. 6, 599 ), 027 4,071 19,697 11.94 
Gainesville, Fla. 4,57 10, 44 3,910 18,920 11.47 
Gary, Ind. 7,61 9, 415 4,436 21, 464 13.01 
Goshen, Ind. 6, 45¢ ), 640 4,193 20, 289 12.30 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 6,919 ), 023 4,153 20,095 12.18 
Greensboro, N. C. 3, 641 3,424 3,143 15, 208 9.22 
Greenville, S. C. , 09 1, 432 2,872 13, 897 8.42 
Hammond, Ind. 7,734 ), 661 4,532 21,927 13,29 
Hampton, Va. 4,453 8,45 3,362 16, 268 9. 86 
Harrisburg, Penn. 6,551 9, 404 4,156 20,111 12.19 
Hartford, Conn. 7,159 8,750 4,144 20, 053 12.15 
Hazleton, Penn. 63x32 ), 013 3,940 19, 066 11.56 
High Point, N. C. , 641 8, 424 3,143 15, 208 9.22 
Hollywood, Fla. 5, 655 3, 367 3,653 17,675 10.71 
Holyoke, Mass. 7,709 3, 623 4,254 20,586 12.48 
Houston, Tex. 6,77 1,973 3,736 18,079 10.96 : 
Huntington, W. Va. 6, 84! 3, 228 3,927 19,000 11.52 
Indianapolis, Ind. 7,239 8,098 3,995 19, 332 11.72 
Iowa City, Iowa », 604 ), 331 3,890 18, 825 11.41 
Jackson, Mich. 6,971 ). 723 4,349 21,043 12.75 
Jackson, Miss. 6, 63¢ 7,423 3,663 17,722 10.74 
Jacksonville, Fla. 4,572 10,120 3, 827 18,519 11,22 
Jacksonville, Tex. 4,401 3, 231 3,291 15,923 9.65 
Jefferson City, Mo. 5, 262 B, 949 3,702 17,913 10. 86 
Johnstown, Penn. 8, 044 8,998 4, 439 21,481 13.02 
Jonesboro, Ark. 3,967 9, 001 3,378 16,345 9.91 


*Based on 1,650 sq. ft. of living area 483 
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Total Total Cost per Cost per 
City Labor Cost Material Cost Overhead Total Cost Sq. Ft.* Cu. Ft 
Kalamazoo, Mich. $7,055 $8, 668 $4,096 $19,819 $12.01 81.6¢ 
Kansas City, Mo. 6,980 8,275 3,974 19, 229 11.65 79.2 ra 
Kenosha, Wisc. 7,204 9,710 4,406 21,320 12.92 87.8 & 
Kingsport, Tenn. 4,034 8,185 3,183 15, 402 9.33 63.4 
Klamath Falls, Ore. 8,379 9,373 4,624 22,376 1,356 92.1 
Knoxville, Tenn. 5,924 7, 263 3,435 16,622 10.07 68.4 
Kokomo, Ind. 6,441 9,998 4,282 20,721 12.56 85.3 
Lafayette, Ind. 6, 899 9,138 4,178 20,215 12.25 83. 2 
Lake Charles, La. 6, 036 9,361 4,011 19, 408 11.76 79.9 
Lansing, Mich. 7,082 8, 200 3,981 19, 263 11.67 79.3 
Laredo, Texas 3,318 10,658 3,641 17,617 10.68 72.5 
Las Vegas, Nev. 8, 166 11,548 5,136 24, 850 15. 06 102.3 
Lewiston, Idaho 7,236 8,953 4,217 20, 406 12.37 84.0 
Lexington, Ky. 4,181 8,423 3, 283 15, 887 9.63 65.4 
Lincoln, Nebr. 7,440 8,323 4,106 19, 869 12.04 81.8 
Little Rock, Ark. 5,778 8, 863 3,814 18,455 1,118 76.0 
Long Beach, Calif. 8,061 7,749 4,118 19,928 12.08 82.0 
Lorain, Ohio 7,743 8, 883 4,331 20,957 12.70 86.3 
Los Angeles, Calif. 8,061 7,749 4,118 19,928 12.08 82.0 
Louisville, Ky. 6,971 7,798 3, 847 18,616 11.28 76.6 
Lynn, Mass. 6,965 9,991 4,417 21,373 12.95 88.0 
Macon, Ga. 5,362 5,999 2,960 14,321 8.68 59.0 
Madison, Wisc. 6,904 10,011 4,406 21,321 12.92 87.8 
Manchester, N. H. 6,534 8, 169 3, 830 18,533 11.23 76.3 
Mansfield, Ohio 6,724 10, 449 4,474 21,647 13.12 89.1 
Memphis, Tenn. 4, 865 8,747 3,546 17,158 10. 40 70.6 
Miami, Fla. 6,168 8, 204 3,744 18,116 10.98 74.6 
Middletown, Ohio 6,636 7,423 3,663 17,722 10.74 73.0 
Milwaukee, Wisc. 7,373 8, 248 4,069 19,690 11.93 81.1 
Minneapolis, Minn. 7,440 8,323 4,106 19, 869 12.04 81.8 
Mobile, Ala. 5, 087 9,366 3,765 18,218 11.04 75.0 
Moline, Ill. 6,799 9,671 4,290 20,760 12.58 85.5 
Monmouth Beach, N. J. 9,342 9, 803 4,987 24,132 14.63 9.4 
Montgomery, Ala. 4,693 8,192 3,356 16, 241 9.84 66.9 
Muskogee, Okla. 5,511 8, 258 3,587 17,356 10.52 71.5 
Nashville, Tenn. 6,971 7,798 3, 847 18,616 11.28 76.6 
New Albany, Ind. 6,789 7,348 3,683 17, 820 10. 80 73.4 
Newark, N. J. 9,644 8, 426 4,707 22,777 13.80 13.8 
New Britain, Conn. 7,562 9,369 4,411 21,342 12.93 37.9 
New Haven, Conn. 7,306 8,173 4,032 19,511 11. 82 ).3 
New Orleans, La. 5,933 8,054 3,644 17,631 10.69 72.6 
Newport News, Va. 4,453 8, 453 3,362 16, 268 9.86 67.0 
New York, N. Y. 8,915 9,973 4,920 23, 808 14, 43 98.0 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. 7, 888 9,026 4,406 21,320 12.92 87.8 
Norfolk, Va. 5, 420 8, 457 3,615 17,492 10.60 72.0 
Oakland, Calif. 7,105 7,948 3,921 18,974 11.50 78.1 
Ogden, Utah 5, 766 10, 259 4,175 20, 200 12.24 83.2 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 7,373 8,248 4,069 19,690 11.93 81.1 
Olympia, Wash. 7,010 8,120 3,941 19,071 11.56 78.5 
Omaha, Nebraska 6,758 9,290 4,180 20, 228 12. 26 83.3 


*Based on 1,650 sq. ft. of living area. 
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CONSTRUCTION COSTS ON THE STANDARD SIX - ROOM FRAME HOUSE 


Total Total Cost per 

City Labor Cost Material Cost Overhead Total Cost Sq. Ft.” Ft 
Orlando, Fla. $7,105 $7,948 $3,921 $18,974 $11.50 
; a Oshkosh, Wisc. 6,364 9, 203 4,055 19,622 11.89 
Oswego, N. Y. 6, 807 9,779 4,321 20,907 12.67 
Pasadena, Calif. 8, 289 9,305 4,583 22,177 13.44 
Paterson, N. J. 8, 847 8, 856 4,612 22,315 13.52 
Pawtucket, R. I. 6,904 7,723 3,810 18,457 11.17 
Peoria, Illinois 7,776 9,022 4,376 21,174 12. 83 
Philadelphia, Penn. 7,239 8,274 4,041 19,554 11.85 
Phoenix, Ariz. 7,181 6,701 3,616 17,498 10.60 
Pittsburgh, Penn. 7,54 9,422 4,419 21,381 12.96 
Pittsfield, Mass. 6, 96E 9,261 4,227 20,454 12. 40 
Port Arthur, Tex. 6, 440 8,957 4,011 19, 408 11.76 
Port Jervis, N. Y. 5, 806 10,382 4,217 20, 405 12.37 
Portland, Maine 6, 63¢ 7,423 3,663 17,722 10.74 
Portland, Ore. 7,397 7,964 4,002 19, 363 11.74 
Portsmouth, Ohio 6,90 8,510 4,014 19,424 11.77 
Portsmouth, Va. 5, 420 8,457 3,615 17,492 10.60 
Providence, R. I. 6, 88 9,588 4,290 20,758 12.58 
Pueblo, Colo. 6, 403 8,344 3, 842 18,589 11.27 
Rapid City, S. D. 7,776 8,698 4,291 20,765 12.58 
Reading, Penn. 4,368 9, 802 3,691 17, 861 10. 82 
Richmond, Va. 4,502 9,303 3,596 17,401 10.55 
Ridgewood, N. J. 8,871 8,494 4,524 21, 889 13,27 
9 » Roanoke, Va. 4,924 8,627 3, 530 17,081 10.35 
Rochester, N. Y. 7, 776 8,698 4,291 20,765 12.58 
Rockford, Il. 7,169 9,760 4,410 21,339 12.93 
Rock Island, Ill. 6,799 9,671 4,290 20 , 760 12.58 
Rome, Georgia 4,716 8,617 3,473 16, 806 10.19 
Rome, New York 6, 897 9,682 4,319 20, 898 12.67 
Roselle, N. J. 6,989 10,075 4,445 21,509 13.04 
Ruston, La. 5, 27 8,718 3,645 17,638 10.69 
Sacramento, Calif. ‘% 8,628 4,159 20,125 12.20 
Saginaw, Mich. 7,709 8,623 4,254 20, 586 12.48 
St. Louis, Mo. 7,188 8,042 4,111 19,341 11.72 
St. Paul, Minn. 7,642 8,548 4,217 20, 407 12.37 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 5, 848 8, 833 3,824 18,505 11,22 
Salt Lake City, Utah 7,038 7,873 3, 884 18,795 11.39 
San Antonio, Tex. 5,654 8,974 3,811 18,439 11.18 
San Diego, Calif. 7,89 8,750 4,336 20,979 12.71 
San Francisco, Calif. 7,105 7,948 3,921 18,974 11.50 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 8,048 9,013 4,444 21,505 13.03 
Santa Monica, Calif. 7, 440 8,323 4,106 19, 869 12.04 
Savannah, Ga. 5, 899 6,599 3, 256 15,754 9.55 
Schenectady, N. Y. 6,736 8,709 4,024 19, 469 11. 80 
Seattle, Wash. 7,239 8,098 3,995 19,332 11.72 
Shaker Heights, Ohio 7, 845 9,204 4,441 21,490 13.02 
Shreveport, La. 5,651 8,474 3,680 17, 805 10.79 
Sioux Falls,-S. D. 2, 818 8, 836 3,817 18,471 11.19 
Spokane, Wash. 7,293 8, 896 4,217 20, 406 12.37 
Springfield, Ml. 7,152 10,000 4,468 21,620 13.10 


*Based on 1,650 sq. ft. of living area 485 








City 

Springfield, Mass. 
Springfield, Mo. 
Springfield, Ohio 
State College, Penn. 
Stockton, Calif. 
Superior, Wisc. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
Tacoma, Wash. 
Tampa, Fla. 
Terre Haute, Ind. 


Texarkana, Ark-Tex. 
Toledo, Ohio 
Topeka, Kansas 
Trenton, N. J. 
Troy, N. Y. 

Tucson, Ariz. 
Tulsa, Okla. 

Utica, N. Y. 
Vancouver, Wash. 
Vermillion, S. D. 


Waco, Tex. 

Warren, Ohio 
Washington, D. C. 
Waterbury, Conn. 
Waterloo, Iowa 
Waukesha, Wisc. 
Wheeling, W. Va. 
Wichita, Kans. 
Wilkes-Barre, Penn. 
Wilmington, Del. 


Winston-Salem, N. C. 


Woodbridge, N. J. 
Worcester, Mass. 
Yakima, Wash. 
York, Penn. 
Youngstown, Ohio 


Calgary, Alta. 
Edmonton, Alta. 
Hamilton, Ont. 
Montreal, Que. 
Ottawa, Ont. 
Quebec, Que. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Vancouver, B. C. 
Winnipeg, Man. 


*Based on 1,650 sq. ft. of living 
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096 
839 
254 
017 
736 


,355 


741 
185 
888 
291 


307 


,970 
, 624 


607 
740 
103 


, 938 
3, 
3, 


958 
879 


, 254 
3, 
3, 
4, 


721 
940 
117 


2, 823 
, 408 
,946 
4, 
3, 
, 400 


059 
958 


182 
449 


, 589 
, 145 
3, 


108 


2,967 


3, 


3 


530 


, 367 


Total Total 
Labor Cost Material Cost Overhead 
$7,709 $8,623 
6, 204 7,988 
6,424 8,546 
4,398 8, 893 
7,449 8,273 
6,553 8,185 
7,709 8,623 
7,541 7, 880 
6,770 7,573 
6,912 9,804 
4,413 9,950 
7,421 8, 644 
6,327 8, 596 
7,776 8,699 
7,373 8, 248 
7,453 8, 150 
6,491 8, 849 
7,574 8,960 
7,441 gine 
4,590 9,323 
4,875 8,973 
7,508 10, 687 
7,367 3, 383 
6,687 8,432 
7,172 8,023 
7,029 7, 863 
7,709 8,623 
6,312 7.973 
6,113 », 013 
7,354 , 451 
3,650 7,185 
8,115 3, 806 
6,539 8.609 
7,728 7.8 55 
7,172 )23 
7,676 ,215 
CANADA 
5, 765 6, 449 
4,483 8, 756 
6,502 7,273 
5,698 6,374 
5,631 6, 299 
3,602 7,787 
5,720 7,832 
6,100 6,824 
6,368 7,123 


area 


3 


, 915 


$20, 586 
17, 889 
18, 870 
16,753 
19, 818 
18,577 
20, 586 
19, 438 
18,079 
21,071 


18,104 
20, 250 
18, 811 
20.766 
19,690 
19, 668 
19, 336 
20,841 
19, 209 
17,537 


17,455 
22,935 
19, 853 
19,057 
19,153 
18,771 
20,586 
18, 006 
19,066 
19,922 


13,658 
21,329 
19,094 
19,642 
19, 153 
21,291 


15, 396 
16,688 
17, 364 
15, 217 
15,038 
14,356 
17,082 
16, 291 
17,006 


Cost per Cost per 
Total Cost Sq. Ft.* 
$12. 
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CUBIC COSTS OF DIFFERENT TYPES OF SPACE 











LIVING 


BASEMENT 


ROOF SPACE 


LIVING 


BASEMENT 





===> BASEMENT 


ROOF 


“i ‘ 
é ! IA LIVING 


BASEMENT 


ROOF SPACE | 
+ 


Type space 


SIX-ROOM FRAME HOUSE 





(Ground area 825 sq. ft.) 


Cost 

$ 1,215 
15,523 
2,603 


$19, 341 


Volume 
3,330 
14,788 
6, 200 


24, 288 


Cost per 
cu. &. 


36. 8¢ 
105.0 
42.0 


79.6¢ 


FIVE-ROOM BRICK VENEER HOUSE 





(Ground area 1,165 sq. ft.) 


Cost 
$ 2,086 
12,123 
3,276 


$17, 485 


Volume 
5, 003 

11,125 
8,782 


24,910 


Cost per 
cu. ft. 


41.7¢ 
109.0 
37.3 


70. 2¢ 


SIX-ROOM BRICK HOUSE 





(Ground area 751 sq. ft.) 


Cost 
$ 1,333 
17,201 
2,290 


$20, 804 


Volume 
2, 878 
14, 222 
6, 000 


23, 100 


Cost per 
cu. ft. 


46.3¢ 
120.9 
38,2 


70.1¢ 


SIX-ROOM CALIFORNIA BUNGALOW 





; R 
Living 
Basement 
Total 
; 
; Ty e€ Space 
Roof 
t T 
Living 
Basement 
: 
Total 
a 
t Type space 
Roof 
Living 
>. ae 
asement 
Total 
= 
. Type spac 
+ Roof 
Li ig 
: Base t 
Tota 
; Type s r 
$ Roof 
Living 
¥ 
Basement 
Total 


(Ground area 992 sq. ft.) 


Cost 
$ 1,024 
9,338 
638 


$11,000 


Volume 
2,480 
8, 430 
1, 209 


12,119 


Cost per 
cu. ft. 
41.3¢ 
110.8 
52.8 


90. 8¢ 


BRICK RANCH HOUSE 





(Ground area 840 sq. ft.) 


Cost 
$ 919 
10,716 
2,017 


$13,652 


Volume 
2,520 
7,300 
6, 430 


16, 250 


Cost per 
cu. ft. 


36. 5¢ 
146.8 
31.4 


84. 0¢ 


% of 
total cost 


o 


} of 
total cost 


11.9 
69.3 
18.8 


100.0 


% of 
total cost 


6.4 
82.6 
11.0 


100.0 


lL. of 
total cost 


fo =) 
uo & © 
ow w 


100.0 


%, of 
total cost 


> om 
ou- 


100.0 
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(cont. from page 481) 
cost was $6,827 compared to $6,353 in 1960. The highest labor costs were 
in Newark, New Jersey, $9,644, and Monmouth, New Jersey, $9,342. The 
lowest were $3,318 in Laredo, Texas, and $3,593 in Greenville, South Caro- 
lina. Labor costs in the seven Canadian cities where 1960 data were available 
show an increase of 21.1 percent. Current labor cost was $5,969 compared 
to $4,927 in 1960. The highest labor cost was in Hamilton, Ontario, $6,502, 
compared to the lowest in Quebec, Quebec, $3,602. 


Comparing building material prices in the same group of United States cit- 
ies showec a decrease of 1.7 percent. Current cost is $8,695 compared to 
$8,843 in 1960. Building material cost was highest in Las Vegas, Nevada, at 
$11,548, and second highest in Warren, Ohio, at $10,687. The lowest costs 
were in Savannah, Georgia, $6,599, and Phoenix, Arizona, $6,701. Building 
material cost in the Canadian cities was $6,882, a decrease of 15.4 percent 
from the $8,136 cost in 1960. The highest cost was reported in Edmonton, Al- 
berta, $8,756; the lowest in Ottawa, Ontario, $6,299. 


Total construction cost in the 156 United States cities increased 2 percent; 
current cost was $19,553 compared to $19,152 in 1960. Las Vegas, Nevada, 
had the highest cost at $24,850; Monmouth, New Jersey, was second at $24, 132. 
The lowest costs were recorded in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, $13,658, 
and Greenville, South Carolina, $13,897. In the seven Canadian cities con- 
struction cost decreased 1.6 percent, current cost being $16,199 compared to 
$16, 467 in 1960. The highest cost was in Hamilton, Ontario, $17,364; the low- 
est in Quebec, Quebec, $14, 356. 


On page 487 a breakdown of cubic foot costs is shown by type of space for 
five residential buildings. In these breakdowns, we show the cost per square 
foot of roof space, living space and basement space. The cubic content of the 
roof is figured from the top of the ceiling joists to the outer surface of the roof. 
The cubic content of the basement is figured from the bottom of the first floor 
joists to 6 inches beneath the basement floor. The California-type bungalow 
does not have a true basement; there is only a crawl space. The foundation is 
poured concrete, 6 inches thick, and the cost of the basement is made up of the 
foundation walls, footings, and 4' x 4' wood supports. The living space in- 
cludes all volume lying between the bottom of the first floor joists and the top 
of the ceiling joists. 


In computing the cost of the basement and attic space, only the structural 
portion has been considered. The cost of the plumbing, heating and electrical 
system is included in the cost of the living space even though portions are ac- 
tually located in the basement or attic. The design of a building directly af- 
fects the cubic foot cost. For example, a residence without a basement will 
have a higher cubic cost than another of the same area with a basement. Like- 
wise, the newer types of homes with their low gables will have a higher cubic 
cost than an older type of house (of the same quality) with high gables. 
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